
Tools allowing KM educators to raise 
the bar, think beyond the classroom

ALSO INSIDE: 
- Next Steps in Master Planning Process
-  NEW Health Care Charter School  

Picking Up Speed
- School Report Card Data

Focus on 
Technology

CONNECT WITH
EXPERTS

COLLABORATE SUBMIT PAPERLESS
ASSIGNMENTS

INCREASE 
EFFICIENCY
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SUPERINTENDENT 
Patricia F. Deklotz, Ph.D.

A MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ

INVITATION TO MEET WITH  
SUPERINTENDENT DEKLOTZ
Mondays, 3-5 PM
Call to reserve your appointment:  
262-968-6300 ext. 5305

Eight years ago the Board gave district administration 
the charge to “transform our educational delivery sys-
tem” and we now see evidence of that transformation 
on a daily basis. Personalized learning is becoming 
more and more the expectation in all classrooms, 
making technology increasingly more important to 
our students and our staff. Through the use of tech-
nology tools, staff are able to support the delivery of 
personalized learning that parents expect. Teaching 
and learning are increasingly occurring anytime and 
anywhere, made possible through technology.

Last year our district hosted visits by hundreds of staff 
from schools across our state and region. This year, in 
just the first few weeks of school, we have had visitors 
from Australia and Washington State. People are noticing 
the work we are doing and they want to learn more. This 
was evident in the recent post at http://goo.gl/hmi3va, 
which came after author, education leader and Director 
of International Association of K-12 Online Learning, Tom 
Vander Ark, toured our schools. But there are many more 
stories to be told. While we rely heavily on the Com-
municator and electronic communication, we depend on 
you to share our good news. You can “Opt-In” and receive 
regular email alerts at www.kmsd.edu/optin. You can also 
find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. Look for 
our stories about the innovative work that is occurring 
throughout all of our buildings in the coming months and 
share them generously.

The work that we do is accomplished only through 
the dedication and inspiration of excellent staff, strong 
leadership, and clear direction. It is based on the vision, 
purpose, and charge of our Board. The goals supporting 
our innovation and guiding our work include:

 • All students reading at grade level

 •  All graduates prepared for college and/ 
or career choices

 •  All buildings safe and nurturing, supportive  
of student learning

 •  All educators demonstrating their effectiveness and 

supported in their improvement through a proven 
model of effective teaching

 •  Technology and facilities adequate to meet the  
District’s vision.

While the first four goals are dependent upon the staff 
of the district, the last goal is determined by the com-
munity. The District is coming to the close of a master 
planning process that began in December of last year, 
which analyzed technology and facilities infrastructure 
of district schools. We recently concluded a survey of the 
community, asking them how they would like to see capi-
tal maintenance, technology upgrades, classroom space 
renovations and safety addressed. I thank each and every 
one who took the time to give us your opinion. We will 
listen to you. The results of the survey will be shared on 
October 29 at our school board meeting, which will take 
place in the library of Dousman Elementary at 7 p.m. I 
welcome each of you to attend. Results will be posted 
electronically, after the meeting, for everyone to share.

As the Board deliberates the survey data and determines 
how to move forward, I encourage all of you to stay 
involved. Information will be shared but it is the conver-
sation of individuals, neighbors, friends, and relatives that 
will shape our future. I firmly believe that schools are a 
reflection of the community they serve. I give credit to 
you for the excellent schools that serve Kettle Moraine. 
Together, we are making a difference in the lives of young 
people and in the value of our community. 

Thank you for your continuing support.

The 2013-14 school year is in full swing and great learning is occurring throughout our schools! 

We continue to build on our reputation of excellence with a strong commitment to serving our students and 

community. This year we have expanded our Advanced Manufacturing Certificate program, expanded our 

interventions and supports, opened KM Explore (a K-5 charter school) and we are raising our expectations 

of student learning in all content areas. Kettle Moraine is raising the bar and KM educators are making a 

difference. They are the best!

DISTRICT   
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35 YEARS OF SERVICE
Duane Falk, Custodian 
Greg Strand, Custodian

30 YEARS OF SERVICE
Sharon Barndt, Teacher 
Judy Blackburn,  
Associate Principal 
Diana Shaske, Food Service

25 YEARS OF SERVICE
Mike Fink, Athletic Director 
Todd Jaeger, Teacher

Brenda Karls, Teacher 
Judith Kos, Teacher 
Kevin Marks, Teacher 
Julia Rogers, Teacher  
Robert Waite, Custodian 
Audray Weber, Teacher

20 YEARS OF SERVICE
Scott Graf, Teacher
Tricia Hayes, Teacher
Gary Witkowski, Custodian
Pamela Martin, Teacher

KMSD CELEBRATES DEDICATION 
Kettle Moraine School District celebrates the 
dedication of our staff and their commitment 
to excellence in education and service to our 
students and community. 

With great appreciation, we thank you!

YEARS OF SERVICE RECOGNITION

Teacher of the Year  
Abigail Kean,  
Social Studies &  
Drama Director at KMHS

Professional  
Achievement  
Holli Klatt,  
Library Media Specialist 
Cushing Elementary

Educational  
Support Award 
Kristine Sterkowitz,  
District Office

Leadership Award  
Vickie Marshall,  
Music 
Dousman Elementary

Teacher of the Year  
Trey Korte,  
English & Drama Director  
at KMHS

Professional  
Achievement  
Debbie Thompson,  
Library Media Specialist 
Dousman Elementary

Educational  
Support Award 
Cindy Lee-Denison,  
Cushing Elementary

Thank You!

LOOK FOR THE NEW ICON

KETTLE MORAINE

SCHOOL DISTRICT
EXCELLENCE

DEMONSTRATING 
EXCELLENCE
In its academics...

The Kettle Moraine School District was ranked by the 
Department of Public Instruction as a district that exceeds 
expectations in overall accountability, according to prelimi-
nary district report card data.

The 2012– 13 district report cards are a similar format to 
school report cards first issued last year, which used data 
from the 2011 –12 school year.

Kettle Moraine School District received an overall account-
ability rating of 79.5 and is one of 133 among Wisconsin’s 
424 public schools to exceed expectations in the areas of 
student achievement in reading and mathematics on state-
wide assessments; student growth in those same assessment 
areas; closing gaps for reading and math in achievement; and 
college readiness.

Accountability is calculated on a scale based upon point 
accumulation. It is not a percentage calculation.

“We are very pleased with the overall performance of our 
students but remind our community that this is but one 
measure of our effectiveness,” said Dr. Patricia Deklotz, 
superintendent of the Kettle Moraine School District. “Our 
staff is committed to continuous improvement and the report 
cards should be used in conjunction with many other mea-
sures to guide our improvement process. They are a high 
level snapshot of schools and districts. As an organization, 
we use much more discrete data. We are very focused on 
closing achievement gaps and improving the achievement of 
every individual student.”

For detailed information on individual school report 
cards, and guides to understanding state reports, visit 
www.kmsd.edu/agenda2017. Questions may be directed 
to the Superintendent’s office, 262-968-6300, ext. 5305.

Attention parents, staff, students and com-
munity members: Get information and news 

important to YOU directly through text message and email by selecting 
from specific categories like school news, School Board updates, PTO 
news, athletic news, master planning and more! Access and update your 
OPT-IN information by visiting www.kmsd.edu/optin.
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Classrooms going paperless
Students in seventh grade science classes at Ket-
tle Moraine Middle School are experiencing how 
technology can impact learning, while teachers 
are demonstrating how to break through bound-
aries inherent in traditional classroom settings. 
Middle school teacher Mike Steger’s classroom 
is completely paperless.

Seventh grade science students begin their class 
by logging into their teacher’s class calendar. In 
the calendar is an outline of the day’s activities 
and support material. Mr. Steger and Mr. Lui use 
their class calendars as a place to lesson plan, 
distribute documents for class activities and 
provide links to websites containing additional 
science class information. 

“The science calendar has really streamlined 
how I provide information to both students and 
parents,” said Steger. “Because the calendar is 

web-based, it has the advantage of making all 
my class materials available to students who 
aren’t able to be in class. I also don’t have to 
stand in line and wait to make paper copies 
anymore. With a couple of clicks, students have 
a copy of the lab investigation or worksheet.”

Students in KMMS 7th grade science classes 
are learning how blending technology into the 
classroom allows students to revisit concepts, 
deepen thinking, clear misconceptions or solidify 
unclear ideas. Additionally, students are able to 
learn without boundaries. They have used Skype 
to chat with genetic researchers in Germany, 
contacted NASA project managers and interacted 
with UW-Madison biology professors to gather 
information for class projects. 

The work students complete this year won’t be 
written in a notebook or stored in a folder. Stu-
dents have created a personal website portfolio 
where materials will be uploaded and shared 
with their science teachers. The student web-
site portfolio is also being explored by other 
KMMS teachers.

“Mr. Lui and I can do things now that weren’t 
possible before. Students can collaborate with 
each other while working on projects in ways 
that you can’t without technology,” Steger said. 
“The kids can be in different places and still 
work on the same document. In the past when 

SCHOOLS   

A glance at the evolution of classrooms at KMSD
In the Kettle Moraine School District embracing technology tools like tablets, iPads, 
Google applications, Skype and more have been important in aligning with the district’s 
vision of learning without boundaries. Here are what are some of KMSD’s teachers are 
doing with technology to transform learning in their classrooms, add depth to each topic, 
create efficiency and personalize learning to better meet the needs of students.

Technology pushes past classroom walls, personalizes learning|

Mr. Lui and I can do things now that 
      weren’t possible before.  
      Students can collaborate with each 
     other while working on projects in ways 
           that you can’t without technology.

 Mike Steger, Seventh Grade Science Teacher

‘‘ ‘‘
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A REASON TO 
CELEBRATE!
Kettle Moraine School District students 
rose well above the state average in 
2013’s ACT college admission exam 
scores AND participation rates. 

POSITIVE 
FEEDBACK  
IN SURVEY
KMSD’s first district-wide climate 
survey sought parent, student and 
staff opinion on a number of factors, 
including academic preparedness, 
student support, parent engagement 
and more. 

Wisconsin had an overall 
participation rate of 71%. 

Wisconsin had an average 
composite score of 22.1.

To see the full climate survey report, 
visit www.kmsd.edu/yourvoice.

we did lab activities students would typically 
work with data that they did with their lab part-
ner. Now we can take data gathered by over 300 
students instead of just a pair.” 

In a recent lesson on insect populations students 
captured, marked and recaptured grasshoppers 
on middle school property to investigate envi-
ronmental factors that affect their population. 
The data was gathered by pairs of students on 
different areas of the property, submitted using a 
Google Form (an online survey tool) and shared 
in a spreadsheet for analysis. 

“That’s significant data and replicates what 
biologists do in the real world,” Steger contin-
ued. “Real world connections are important and 
create meaning to what students are learning.”

Steger said he’s fortunate to work in a district that 
encourages exploration to personalize student 
learning through technology tools, but unlike 
today, the middle school he works in was built 
at a time when there wasn’t a need for internet. 

“As more teachers and students begin to increase 
their use of technology I’m worried about our 
buildings ability to meet demand,” he said. 

Steger stressed the importance of investing in the 
district’s infrastructure so teachers can continue 
to be supported in the innovative work they strive 
for when using technology in their classrooms. 

Using technology to personalize  
learning for all students
Though Steger represents one way to use digi-
tal tools in his classroom, teachers take many 
approaches to implementing tools that work best 
for them. But one way teachers are able to use a 
digital platform to completely personalize learning 
for students across the board is through a shift 

toward Measures of Academic 
Progress, or MAP testing. 

MAP is a computer adaptive 
test, which means it adjusts 
the types of questions the stu-
dent receives based on their 
answer to a previous question. 
MAP assessments offer test 
personalization for each stu-
dent versus a one-size-fits-all 
assessment given to an entire 
class. The MAP assessment 
gives questions to challenge 
each learner as well as provide 
questions where they are cur-
rently at academically. 

The idea of a MAP assessment is to deter-
mine where each student is learning and 
adjust instruction to meet the student at their 
level.”Teachers are able to see student MAP 
results in real time so they are able to help 
students set goals as well as individualize 
instruction based on student or class needs. 
Goals can be set right away using MAP test 
data along with other assessment information 
on the student. Students see their score on the 
screen immediately upon finishing their test so 
they know if they’ve met their goals from previ-
ous MAP sessions in each subject by looking at 
their score.

MAP testing can take place on wired or wire-
less laptops, Chromebooks, PCs or other 
electronic devices able to access the internet. 
It is typically given within test windows in the 
fall and spring but can be given at any time of 
the year.

For more information on Mike Steger and his 
paperless classroom, visit his teacher website 
at www.kmsd.edu/stegerm. Interested to learn 
more about MAP assessment? Visit http://goo.
gl/nEKuzK. 

Seventh grade science teacher Mike Steger assists students  
as they collaborate on a science lesson in October.

KM Explore students use the Barnes and Noble 
Nook® device to read their assignment.

KMSD was among the top three 
districts for highest participation 
rates in Waukesha County at 83%. 

99 percent of staff indicate  
being strongly committed to  
their schools success

KMSD was in the top four 
highest composite scores  
with an average of 23.8.

88 percent of staff believe  
their schools have strong 
academic programming

About 74 percent of students  
believe they are being  
well-prepared academically. 

Photo: Anita Johnson
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SCHOOLS   

District’s newest charter opens with 
150 students

KM Explore Elementary School is Kettle 
Moraine’s newest charter school, serving 

almost 150 students in grades K-5. Locat-
ed on the Wales Elementary Campus, 

the philosophy of KM Explore is 
grounded in the idea of generative 

curriculum, in which students help to 
generate, or direct, their own learning. 

When students take charge
Someone’s trash is a music teacher’s dream. Second 

and third grade students at KM Explore Elementary 
School are having a blast making their own garbage band 

out of... trash! Students have worked together to create instru-
ments out of cardboard tubes, plastic jugs and cereal boxes. 
Working with music teacher, Beckie Cavanaugh, students 
have watched videos on other creative instruments and put 
their heads together to brainstorm their own instruments.

Cavanaugh spoke of the value in the personalization of 
student learning and having students be the driving force 
behind that learning.

“It’s wonderful to have students so energized and engaged 
in their learning,” she said. “They take ownership of the 
music and truly care about the quality of the music they 
are making.”

This year at KM Explore
By connecting with local community members and drawing 
on their own expertise, the staff at KM Explore is working 
to create a myriad of choice-based seminars for students to 
engage in. The team has been working with a local nutrition-
ist, yoga instructor and furniture designer to provide short 
choice-based courses for students. This instructional design 
allows the school to partner heavily with the local community 
and offer a rich, place-based learning experience. 

Another unique approach to creating education pathways 
is underway at Kettle Moraine School District, as the High 
School of Health Sciences (HS2) charter school continues its 
journey to open doors to students next year. 

The HS2 charter school received exciting news in August 
that it was awarded a planning grant from the Department of 
Public Instruction. Now, plans to have the school open by fall 
of 2014 are underway and the governance council continues 
to make progress on creating the school’s bylaws, curriculum 
and pedagogy and discuss a location for the school. 

The High School of Health Sciences will take a unique 
approach to educating students by partnering with nearby 
Oconomowoc Area Public School District, as well as with 
area healthcare providers Aurora Medical Center in Summit, 
ProHealth Care in Oconomowoc, and the Medical College of 

Wisconsin. By working with these partners, students choos-
ing to study at the HS2 will get a hands-on education that 
focuses on various careers in the health care fields. 

Students attending HS2 will engage in authentic learning on 
campus of one of the health care partners. Students will not 
only have high school teachers guiding their experiences, but 
they will learn from adjunct faculty, consisting of doctors, 
nurses, lawyers, technicians, business office and from a vari-
ety of other areas of healthcare.

Student learning will focus around a personalized learning 
plan (PLP) that encaptures his or her individual interests and 
career goals, allowing students to understand the relationship 
between their coursework, their experiences, and college and 
career readiness.

KM CHARTERS TAKE NEW APPROACHES TO LEARNING

New collaborative charter school moves forward with planning grant

Students direct learning in new elementary charter school
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COMMUNITY   

Kettle Moraine Community 
Responds to Facility and 
Technology Planning Survey
School Board receives results October 29,  
community invited to attend
The Kettle Moraine community has weighed in on the District’s 
facility and technology planning, preliminary options to address 
identified needs, and the potential financial impacts on taxes 
through a community-wide survey conducted in September. The 
School Board is prepared to hear results Oct. 29, 7 p.m., at Dousman 
Elementary School. These results will guide decisions to address 
priorities for equitable access to technology and resources to support 
learning across all district facilities; maintenance of site, facilities and 
physical assets; flexible internal and external spaces designed for 
sustainability and adaptability to meet evolving instructional needs; 
and safe, appropriate and motivational learning environments for 
students and staff.

Information and data provided through the survey will inform 
the district’s understanding of community support for priorities, 
preferences on proposed facilities and technology options and the 
level of financial support to address solutions. Following the Oct. 
29 presentation of survey results by K12 Insight, an independent 
technology-based research and communication firm, the school 
board will assess support for a potential spring referendum. 

“We are encouraged by the community response and willingness 
to engage in conversations to address our facilities and technology 
infrastructure. Our ability to work together to provide opportunity 
and commitment that preserves a strong tradition of educational 
excellence is what sets Kettle Moraine apart,” said Gary Vose, school 
board president. “On behalf of the Kettle Moraine School Board, we 
thank you and invite you to remain a part of the process.” 

The Master Plan Community Survey results will be made available 
following the school board meeting on the district website at www.
kmsd.edu/yourvoice and in paper copy at the district office, 563 
A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI 53183.

Thank you to the Kettle Moraine Community for your partici-
pation and valuable feedback!

SEEKING NOMINATIONS
The Kettle Moraine School District has a tradition of honoring the 
accomplishments and humanitarian efforts of former graduates 
through the Laser Trailblazer Hall of Fame. If you would like to 
nominate a KM graduate (living or deceased) who has made a 
significant contribution to society and their community and is a 
graduate of ten or more years, please submit nominations to: 

Laser Trailblazer Hall of Fame
Dick Ohm, Selection Committee Chair
Kettle Moraine School District
563 A. J. Allen Circle 
Wales, WI 53183

For Hall of Fame nomination forms, visit www.kmsd.edu/
trailblazers or call 262-968-6300, ext. 5305. The deadline 
for nominations to the 2014 Laser Trailblazer Hall of Fame is 
December 1, 2013.

Students direct learning in new elementary charter school OUR COMMUNITIES
OUR FUTURE KETTLE MORAINE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

•   Join the School Board Oct. 29,  
7 p.m., Dousman Elementary

•   Results will also be posted at  
www.kmsd.edu/yourvoice

INVITATION 
TO HEAR  
THE RESULTS
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FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT
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The School District of Kettle Mo-
raine does not discriminate on the 
basis of religion, sex, race, color, 
national origin, age, ancestry, creed, 
political affiliation, membership in 
the National Guard, state defense 
force or any reserve component of 
the United States Military or state 
military forces, pregnancy, marital 
or parental status, sexual orienta-
tion or physical, mental, emotional, 
or learning disability or handicap or 
other basis prohibited under state 
or federal law.

FALL

2013

GRAPHIC DESIGN BY:  
NATHAN CHOW

FACEBOOK.COM/KMDISTRICT TWITTER.COM/KMDISTRICT SIGN-UP AT 
WWW.KMSD.EDU

22/HS   24/E-MS   25/E-MS-HS

OCTOBER
PARENT-TEACHER 
CONFERENCES

22/24/25

STAY CONNECTED!

KMSD CALENDAR DATES  | Visit www.kmsd.edu/calendar for the complete 2013-2014 School Calendar

WINTER  
BREAK  
BEGINS 
DEC. 23RD

Students resume classes 
on January 2, 2014

KMSD Master Plan Community Survey is Closed

            Results shared to School Board October 29

            Still have questions about the Master Plan? Submit your 
questions or comments to www.kmsd.edu/masterplanning

OUR COMMUNITIES
OUR FUTURE KETTLE MORAINE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING 7PM
COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 
presented by K12 Insight on October 29, 
7PM, Dousman Elementary Library or 
view online at www.kmsd.edu/yourvoice.

OCT. 

29

VISIT US...  
WWW.KMSD.EDU/CALENDAR 
FOR THE COMPLETE 2013–2014 CALENDER

   Thanksgiving 
              Break   

NOV. 27


